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established. Besides, the Declaration on the Advancement of Women in INDIAN was

adopted by the INDIAN foreign Ministers in 1998 The Declaration on Elimination of
Violence against Women in the INDIAN

Region was also adopted in 2004, recognizing important concerns for women. Furthermore,
the INDIAN Confederation of Women’s Organizations (ICWO) was established as an
institutional framework to bring together women’s voluntary organizations in the INDIAN
region. These three initiatives clearly reflect INDIAN’s concern and commitment for women
n its region and also make positive impacts on the target issues. As an outcome, the INDIAN
member countries have achieved a number of accomplishments in addressing women’s
issues. The measures being carried out include regional workshops, seminars, training
sessions and consultative meetings. Some interventions also serve as platforms for
government officials, civil society organizations,
professionals and other stake holders to exchange views, share experiences and build
commitments. Also, there are many more non-governmental organizations advocating
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Buddhist View on Women Empowerment

Buddhism sees no problem with inclusion of women in the social sph I
encour.tslges' women empowerment. Why? The answer is very simple fhi z:j t . :m’ »
Buddhlsm Is to be free from suffering. Regardless of being a man or a 'woman ae e
liberated from suffering if one achieves the highest wisdom. As Buddhi;mnryeo netcag b:\
sexism and racism, there is no space for condémna S jects bot

. tion of wome

Buddhist point of view. Buddhism focuses on ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong’ iafgfi;v::rjmgoz
‘Female’; “Wholesome’ or ‘Unwholesome’ rather than “Man’ or ‘Woman’. Either gender will
be supported and encouraged in any cause as long as one avoids doing bad deeds; engages in
doing good deeds and purify the mind. When the

mind is purified, the outcome of any action will be positive and will not harm others.
Conclusion

The modern world does not care what women cannot do, instead it is interested in what
women can do for the betterment of the human society. This paper has explored and revealed
the role of women in INDIAN and the endeavors that have been undertaking to ensure
women rights are secured, women issues are discussed and women empowerment is
implemented. The implementation process will reach its expected outcomes only when both
technical skills and spiritual skills are induced to the women in INDIAN. Buddhism, by its
nature and essence, advocates women empowerment and application of Buddhist teachings
will be of very useful for the women empowerment in INDIAN.
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