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Coolte: A Uritigne of Class Disetimination
Dy Kiran 8. Khandare,

Profeceor in Fnpglich, Shri Shisafi College, Akala

) hotl ve o i MO -
Apstract: - Literature has always exploved Wimah nlups and their relevar moments of

' il : ; ; T i¢. The Trinity of this fre
crisis, Works of Indiam Writers in India tre ne exception 10 this. Th y of freld

namely MulkrajAnend, R K. Narayin and Raja Rao played very important role in this contex

MulkrajAnand is a writer who did not consider art for the soke of art. Anand is inflaenced by

Mahatma Gandhiji's principles of equality, brotherhood and trith. He is known as the first

Indian English novelist 1o deal with the tragic plight of the downtrodden of Indian society.

Most of his novels deal with the injustice, the inhuman treatment, the degrading humiliation
and cruelty by an orthodox and caste-ridden society. In this article my aim is to critically

analyze Anand's epoch making novel Coolie a victim of class discrimination.

The Trio namely MulkrajAnand, R K.Narayan and Raja Rao played very important role in
giving the particulat direction to Indian writing in English. MulkrajAnand is known as the
first Indian English novelist to write about the tragic plight of the downtrodden in Indian
society. Infact, Anand is a non-Dalit writer but his sympathy lies with the Dalit people. He is
in the favour of equality. In most of his novels he deals with the theme of the injustice, the
inhuman treatment, the degrading humiliation and cruelty by an orthodox and caste-ridden
society. He is a committed writer and hence he considers art as a tool of service to humanity.
Be?n'g a follower of M. K. Gandhi and his philosophy portrays the human suffering in- his
writings. He has deep sense of involvement with his subject and society. All his novels right
.from Urftouchable to Moming Face reveal a consistent philosophy of humanism. He believes
:ﬁ?‘; ;‘fr‘l‘:ny :i;am ..Ana_nd's ;QVevfop human being is major chq?ctgﬁs&e of his novels. In

Pt is made to present a critical analysis of Cooliein the direction of class

discriminati i G e : :
on. It is all about the violation of human values and the universal theme of social

injusti : e 2
Justice, that is, class antagonism and class exploitation.

::i:rzulr: :(,:Z Eﬁ:r t?f‘society it fulfills its function of exploring human values and its
i L = arc:i ;nms. Anant? deals \T/ith the theme of traditiog versus modernity and
i o o stic ?owcr. His se]-ectmn of protagonists like Bakha as a sweeper, and
AR was mde.edrevoluu‘onary trend so far as the subalterns are
_“Ohsicered.(Shioka 69) According to_KR.S. Iyengar, Anand became the advocate of
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ot 81 i harders were wo powerfol i thoee duye that the watree Fables sael e Wi
ot given ogual tresmen Ansnd's novel Conlie oecaples fn important phes in de foromg
panon of Mullam Anand The reformist zeal of Anand is visible in Coolie. This nevel is 5 s
picture of the exploitation of the poot and emetges as a powerful fragedy. It ales exprasssy
some basic tenets of Anand’s humanism ot as a matter of preaching afid propagands bue 4
they are incorporated in character, situation and story. This novel also expresses his firm
belie! in the essential dignity of man whether he is rich of poor. He selects a poor and hilty
oy Mmoo, as the hero of his epic novel. Munoo dominates the novel from the beginning 1o
the end Anand narrates that Munoo is a victim of circumstances and forces that are made by
society which brings Munoo's tragedy. Being humanist Anand tries to convey that most of
our problems have been created by man, So they can also be solved by man. Anand laments
fhat Munoo is treated as a beast of burden, a coolie as if coolie were no human being. Anand

not only portrays the human suffering but also provides solution.

Anand’s answer to the degradation of human being is humanism, & creed of love for all men.

Coolie is a depiction of the economie exploitation of the lower section of the society. It is

segarded as a classic of modern India, It portrilys the wide gap between the powerful and the

powerless. It s a veritable saga of unending pain aml suffering of Munoo. His journey starts
from the house of his uncle and aunt. He p@sses thxough several diverse snuanons -as a
domestic servant, a worker in pickle factory, a coolie in Daulatpur. city market. a labourer in
acotton mill in Bombay and as a rickshaw coolie, He dleh a tragic death at the age of sixteen.
Before he dies Munoo is subjected to exploitation at the hands of various e?cploltera Anand
gives vivid description of his suffering. The novelist narrates:
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erive any kind of pity and sym

reality. In fact he has a great esteem for depn""'d
cerned these two protagonists win our admir

great in their own right and
y heroic. Undoubtedl
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