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4. A Study of Krantisinh Vir Shiromani
Sevalal Maharaj

Prof. Rahul G. Mahure
Dr. H. N. Sinha Arts & Commerce College. Patur, Dist. Akola.

Introduction
KRANTISINH VIR SHIROMANI SEVALAL MAHARAJ (15 February 1739) He was

the great revolutionary of India who fought the first independent war in India against the
Britishcelibate throughout his life. KRANTISINH VIR SHIROMANI SEVALAL MAHARAJ
died at Ruhiyagad and was buried at Pohra in Washim district. now in the state of Maharashtra.
His samadhi still stands there, adjacent to a temple dedicated to Jagadamba. Although he was
opposed to personality cults and rituals. it 1s a popular destination for Banjaras at Hindu festivals
such as Diwali. Similar adjacent temples dedicated to Sevalal and to Jagadamba exist elsewhere
and also attract worshippers in significant numbers. A temple has been recently built in
Surgondankoppa village. near Nyvamathi Taluk. in Davangere district, Karnataka.

Sant Shree Sevalal Maharaj was borm on 15.02.1739, on this Holy Land. to parents Shree
Bhima Nayak and Dharmini Yaadi (Mother). At this time this location was popularly known as
Ramagundam or Ramji Nayak Tanda (Ramji Nayak is Grand-father of SevaBhaya Ji, who came
to this location with 360 families of his Tanda and about 4000 loaded cattles)
Sevabhaya lived with his parents. at this place. upto the age of 12 He bathed in KALO KUNDO
(transparent clean water of natural spring water pond). Worshipped in Chanakeshva (Shiva)
Temple on the top of Chandravana Gutta (Hill). near Ramji Nayak Tanda grazed his cattles in
ZOOMRI/ZHANDA JHOL (forest of Palms). All these relics and monuments are existing even
today. Banjaras and Non- Banjaras in the locality hold Bhima Nayak Katta (platform) inhigh
esteem. Since residue (ORE) from the womb of Sevabhaya's Mother is buried below this Katta
(burying ORE under the ground is the tradition of Banjaras, after child's birth). Therefore
Banjara people hold this Katta with high reverence. Shri Bhima Nayak (father of Sevabhaya Ji)
delivered his judgements to Banjaras of his and neighboring Tandas from this Katta.
There is a piece of land of 18 acres. next to dilapidated Ramji Navak Tanda and the same i1s

shown in revenue records as NAYAKUNI  BHOOMI (Land of Nayak)
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After lot of research works and explorations by many research scholars. linguists, historians,
particularly by Banjara Dharmik Parishad of Bangalore, as well as found from Banjara folk
songs and folk lores sung and oral histoy as told by Banjara. for the last 200 years, in narration
and 1n praise of Sevabhaya's life and deeds It is mentioned that GOOTY-BELLARY MA
JANMO SEVABHAY A (meaning: Sevabhaya was born at GOOTY-BELLARY) Gooty Taluka
was in the then Bellary District of then Madras Province of British Raj. During that period there
was no separate District called Anantapur - as the Anantpur town was part of Bellary District. It
1s abundantly clear and proved that Sevabhava's Birth Place is identified to this location. in
Peddadoddi Revenue Village. It 1s also mentioned in the book "Sevadas Leelamrut". authered by
Sant Shree Ramrao Maharaj of Pohragad (Sevabhaya's Samadhi Place), Gooty-Bellary as birth
place of Sevabhaya. Sant Shri Ramrao ji Maharaj is living saint of seventh generation of Shri
Sevabhaya's family. Even well known auther. poet and Banjara folk Singer Shri Atmaram
Rathod of Yevatmal District (Maharashtra) has also established the same location in his popular
book  "Shree Sant Sevadas Leela Charitra” as Sevabhaya's Birth place.
After 1dentifying this birth place, first time, Banjaras of Country celebrated Sevabhaya's 262nd
Janmotsav, at this holy land on 15022001 and sanctified it and named this land as
"SEVAGAD", at the hands of Shri Ranjit Naik. President of All India Banjara Seva Sangh
(AIBSS). Address of Sevagad Asthan: Sevagad. Near Charlopalli. Via: Gollala Doddi Crossing.
On Gooti - Guntakal Road. Mandal/Taluka: Gooty. District: Anantpur. Andhra Pradesh Baba
Haathiram Ji was North-Indian by birth. He came down to South. In Tirupati, he constructed a
small Math and settled. Every day he used to worship the Lord of the Seven Hills.
Genetic Data on the Banjaras

The Banjaras are one of the largest tribal groups in India with a population of more than 3
million, and are found in large parts of the country. Traditionally they were connected with
travelling caravans and the transportation of goods. and they traded over vast stretches of the
Indian subcontinent. Genetic data on the Banjaras are sparse. possibly because their group
1dentity 1s difficult to define. Studies such as the one carried out by Sachdev (2012) have focused
on the Banjaras of the Rajasthan region. where they conventionally are believed to have
onginated. Mastana and Papiha (1992) have compared the genes of the Banjara sub-tribe called
Lambana with the gypsies of Central and Western Europe. Their results suggest that gvpsy

populations of Eastern Europe still have great affinity with Indian nomadic groups. and the
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