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INTRODUCTION:
is vision 1s 2

Higher Education’s RoleThe change in mind-set necessary to achieve th

custained, long-term effort to transform education at all levels. Despite the efforts of
many individuals and groups within the formal educational system, education for a jus!
and sustainable world is not a high priority. Indeed, it is the people coming out of e
rrent unhealthy.

world's best colleges and universities that are leading us down the cu
h. Only a few architecture schools hav

practice. The same is true in the

inequitable, and unsustainable pat i -

sustainable design a foundation of education and
education of virtually every intellectual discipline and profession. The greatest evidence
of the need to transform education is the state of the world and the tremendous effort

being made by thousands of
n environmental and sustainability

Non governmental organizations (NGOs) and schools i
e? Several structural

education to “fix” the traditional educational system. Why is this cas

aspects i i i
3ol of the current system contribute to the problem. Interactions between population,

human activiti i i
ctivities, and the environment and strategies, technologies, and policies for a

secure, just, and an environmentally sustainable future are among the most complex and
interdependent issues with which society must deal. These issues Cross over disciplinary
boundaries. Higher education is generally organized into highly specialized areas of
knowledge and traditional disciplines. Designing a sustainable human future requires a
paradigm shift toward a systemic perspective emphasizing collaboration and cooperation.
Much of higher education stresses individual learning and competition, resulting in

professionals who are ill prepared for cooperative efforts. Learning is fragmented, and

faculty, responding to long-established incentives
e.g., ten i i
(e.g ure, research) and professional practices, areoften discouraged from extending
their work 1 iscipli inviting i
nto other disciplines or inviting interdisciplinary collaboration.As a result,
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her education curiculs tends not to ask students to challenge the following

much hig

common aeeumpions

minant species and separate from the rest of natre

Hurmnans are the do

R d ine h ustible.

o 7 roe an inexha

ROUrees arc fi “ s it . :
!*Bﬁh'ﬂ acosysiems can n.ﬁﬂll”ljm( all human impacts

: . ot of society’s problems,
:;C:::::f‘;:ogl :;'(‘1 (;,‘,':,::: :~,an be met through material means
Individual success is independent of the health and well-being of communities, cultures.
and the life support system. The kind of education we need begins with the recognition
that the crisis of global ecology is first and foremost a crisis of values, ideas. perspectives,
and knowledge, which makes it a crisis of education, not one in education. Higher
education institutions bear a profound, moral responsibility to increase the awareness
knowledge, skills, and values needed to create a just and sustainable future, Higher
education plays a critical but often overlooked role in making this vision a reality. It
repares most of the professionals who develop, lead, manage, teach, work in, and
influence society’s institutions, including the most basic foundation of K—12 education.
Besides training future teachers, higher education strongly influences the learning
framework of K-12 education, which is larg;ly geared toward subsequent higher
education. Higher education has unique academic freedom and the critical mass and
diversity of skills to develop new ideas, to comment on society and its challenges, and to
engage in bold experimentation in sustainable living. Why, then, is it so averse to risk and
difficult to change? Because the change sought is a deep cultural shift—the most difficult
to achieve— but one of the most important leverage points for institutional
transformation. Leo Tolstoy provides some insights into the difficulty of relinquishing the
inner realities required for such a change:I know most (people), including those at ease
with problems of the greatest complexity, can seldom accept even the simplest and most
obvious truth if it would be such as would oblige them to admit the falsity of conclusions

which they have delighted in explaining to colleagues, which they have proudly taught

others, and which they have woven, thread by thread, into the fabric of their lives.

Higher Education for the 21st Century
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What 1f hight gtadents and providing the information and knowledge (0

o peparing

v ol 1 1 .
war on CARCET sinable society? What would higher education look like? The

{ quste

g el A ’ )
achicve a JU ( cjonals would reflect a new approach to learning and practice. A
ofes

; o ' p
edvetion of - uld operatc as a fully integrated community that models social
WO

iversit? _ it i ; '
college or um? s1eelf and in its interdependence with the local, regional, and

ability 1

d biological gusmmahu g bink of . ‘

e [ many cases, We think of teaching, research, operations, and
n

munities

global com

al mmnmml

round them, these activities form a complex web of experience

ics as separate activities; they are not,Because students
loc

relations with

Jearn from C\’Cf)"h‘”g pa

occur by connecting head, heart, and hand.“However well

jversity system are critical to achieving a transformative
and learning All

change that can only

¥ c
intentioned, formal education
supermarkets,
ions, television and non-stop advertising that teach

annot compete with the larger educational effects of

. IIs urban sprawl, factory farms, agribusiness, huge
highways, shopping malls,

utilities, multinational corporat

d d, accumulation and self indulgent individualism”. To graduate students
ommance SpGC

h e this larger, pervaswe form of learning, the educational experience of
who can overcom

graduates must reflect an intimate connection among curriculum:
(1) Research interest area or field

(2) Understanding and reducing any negative ecological and social footprint of the

institution

(3) Working to improve local and regional communities so that they are healthier, more

socially vibrant and stable, economically secure, and environmentally sustainable. Just
imagine if, in the 21st century, the educational experience of all students is aligned with
the principles of sustainability. To achieve this, the content of learning will require
interdisciplinary systems thinking, dynamics, and analysis for all majors, disciplines, and
professional degrees. This kind of thinking is critical to addressing environmentally
sustainable action on local, regional, and global scales over short, medium, and
intergenerational time periods. Education would have the same “lateral rigor” across, as
the “vertical rigor” within, the disciplines.Compartmentalized knowledge without
connection to larger system interactions results in viewing many interdependent

challenges as separate, hierarchical, and competitive. The net results are often unintended
“
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increasingly importan! that the country should focus on advancement of skills and these

skills have to be relevant 0 the emerging economic environment and society.In order to
achieve the twin targets of economic growth and inclusive development, India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) has to grow consistently at 8% to 9% perannum. This requires
significant progress in several areas, primary education system, and higher education
system, including infrastructure development, agricultural growth  coupled with
productivity improvements, financial sector growth, and a healthy business environment,

ably supported by a skilled workforce.

CONCLUSION :

There is a big need for investments for millions of students in India. Given the role of
technology and the increasing internationalization of higher education, the time is
opportune for both India and the U.K. to complement each other; one with the kind of

resources it has and the other with the young population that needs to be educated. U.K. is
an important partner in India’s higher education growth story and there is need for
enhanced engagement if it is to play a pivotal role in the big opportunity that India has to
offer, which could potentially transform the international higher education landscape. The

opportunity comes with a time stamp though. We need to act now.
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