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Paul Theroux's Perspective on Locale In Travelogue

Or. Sanjay L. Kfandel
Uit of Fngloch
D M N Sihes C loge,
Patwr [Rat  Akobs | Mabaraabers) baolin

Roomely the conthaooe of gobabhuution, the internet and the populanty of Eluzabeth
Gelbert's Eat, Pray, and Love lod 10 a spate of think preces mourning the death of the
rea Favel wnhing rubton. Greeme Woud complamed in Foraign Policy that the case
of travel had somchow lesaoned the vitality of travel writing Inconveniences are
dsappeanng, the bad news for readers ts that those inconveniences arc the very stuff that

Malcotm Jones thinks that the tradition was i decline because the subject matter s

11 is observed that those traditional truvel narrstives gradually replaced with
Gertrude Bedl’s The Desert and the Sown and Bruce Chatwin's In Patagonia, giving berth
¥ 2 gowing trend towards personal writing-the intenor joumney given as tuch impoe as
the exterior in books like Chery! Struyed's Wild, Mary Morris® The River Queen and
Eat, Pray, Love. Wood complains that in the modem day tho writer jocs dverseas but
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inrward- Rooking:-it can slso be fiund in the lengthy first-person travel csmays posted s,
wavelers of hesth genders on websites ke Roads and K ingdoms and Nowhere

By the 19708 when T heroun hmaelf emerped as one of marry wTiers catsbogumy
werk! ruvel amiiie ghobalizanon, travel writing began facing criticiem frrm the soader-,
MM‘:(W(W?!)M,MNMWMM&M
representations of the Midkdle Fast The genre was founded by men and women &b
freedom o travel and write was inextricably linked to empire and capitalism Dsvid
Livingstoewe s obmewsson with finding the source of A frican rivers was motivated by hie
demire 0 open the continent 1© ( hristianity and Furopean commerce. Constance Sitewefl s
Fiewers and Elephants (192 7) presented the British Raj in India as dreanyy and romantic.
2 havanous woendertand ard Gertnade Bell's know ledge from her travels came in handy
when she partcpated in Botan s fmation and admunsstration of modern frag. These
writngs, though fall of teviured detail, never describe any exsential shift in the suthor s
perspective or understandhng. Bemg a fictiomst by intuition, Theroux remarks, “The
The Happy Isles of Oceania and returns to the railroad to travel from Cairo to Cape
the reader hes foot fungas i Oceania, his pain af having only bushment to eat on the way
scenes o read.

In all of his travel narratives, Theroux himaeif is the solitary wande : oaaalin
the tyranny of the ordinary and the usual tourist myths by focusing on improvisation. the
metable of revel itself, and the incddonts, images and incongryixs Mmm«m
ocsupics the heartof the joumey. At A YL Theroux display u ceameic and olten scormfl
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*m/m--mmmmmmmwhmu
‘wmhhmmmmudumuaﬂu He debogdas o) wdrcovring
fashaoomble ssmuriplions, sewering any poolibically cmvmet deoggrrn on st and revesting
the ardoons ard ch Bl bk oF Vi it sripped of self deception snd setf dofoson.
mwﬂhmuwym‘muma‘m.mmmw
aver o e abort Kov the befling comversation or the maggestive inciders. Temarion boowem haen
..nmdm*m-ﬂbmm&-mmmmmmam.mmm
tarvens placen-the desert, Tibet, Cape Wrath on the northwestern tip of Sclend,
WMMMGNMMMMVMWMMM
wﬁmmmhMMuMnﬁWMhW.hhm
MMWNNM«M&WMW%Mmhm
mmmmmmmcmmmmm:ammrm,
vy of hew phastograpldy Anmmwmmmuw
umma&tmwmhaﬁmwmumm

tonavy

Wcestuous desire for her beothers, who preferred their sister. Altred Monday of The
Shack House retirms from haunted Afnca o find a succubus i an English courtry house.
thm(lW!LMummuW%nMu.
Amarican from Mawachusctts who has boon forced 1o truvel 10 Africs 10 cam 2 livng.
(Phens corvempandones o Theroux s hife are cotcdental and the few mtobrograptec
Srtavls ave wigprificant) Mullot e another Amencan, Marass, are doth atterageing %
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heossgh revohstson Mh&.w»mmhmd,«m:;“m
mumtﬂlﬂWlﬁranw& Poth men are #lso hampered i,

mmmp«wmnmmm»m, The poctug,

MMNW’!W«#AMM
boroperlogr e in The Plack Howse (1974,

&ummﬂmmmm

thene rm il
drwerns of the hlacks is genersily un
henticnl b that of Alfred Munday, the ant

M«hm&lmw : : ( !
wi&mwmmmmmhwafhmﬂnh

cRarge PR R GEton.
hudhmuﬁmnﬂmﬂﬁn‘ﬂnm&dm
evther 15 alhed or mmply drsappesrs. The insurance company which had sold only five
podaoses 1 natonad sod M(%‘lmymh-ﬁbadduwﬁdlmam
M&Mt‘s.dumm&mdmmnhh& i fe and son
2 Massachusetts mow that hes company no longer han a branch in Malawn. Nothang alters
-d&hm:n&wmmdhmhyﬂ-wwm. Both of these
mm-ﬁomdm}vﬁuh—lmmwﬂ-ummhwmm
# 1 by acoxhent. huuuqxlodﬁwvcnbybub\atruimnwaxnpu& Mullet
m-mma&wmumaummby.bummuu
i control. They are urinsurad against what lifc and hestory have done to them. Whenever
the salcsman becomes frustrated, he adds 1 the story. When the company is nationalized
the diatribe is found and published. it becomes a handbook for dissidents and for blacks
looking for reasons 10 hate Asians and whites who have entered their country. Calvin

et 5 scomesd by his biack insurance traince, who has read the pamphict bus who, of
the revohution he prosipetates is never 0 be seen. Realizing that he
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travel

‘hM“WM*ﬂ(ﬁ'ﬂwywmmmpwim
warioes i Coenca in time 10 meet a fellow writer, Dorothry Carrington, whose new book
et st hoem pubirshend Samnh\lhmlnahemmndgmmuh,u;
ﬁMhMmWMWWM&:MNCMAM
reaching Afhania, poor beyond his worst nightmares, Paul takes a breather st home
before contumang hes 1our. He has the onginal iden of retracing exactly the same journey
bur from the different view pount of a tuxury liner. His fellow cruise passengers were
slonot a8 Arnoncan. Though a latont patnotrem emerges when Croatisns cntaze Amencan
ad, be docs find 1t hard 1o equate the obese fellow citizens doing the Amazon and
sy kme. Soon, a definstive Ph D on Tounsm and Revolution will be essential for western
Hidden sway amid all the grime and neglect of Syria was Paul Theroux’s most
imteresting find for a writer. In the ruins of Ugarit, once a mighty city, he was able 1o
Sadic some of the carfiest writing tables with alphabet signs ow known. One woukd
“mﬂummhsmmofhmywwbemwmm“m“;
Rosetts Stone and Just So Stories recorded there. Perhaps wmshab_m{h .



“NN w"‘-"fﬂhwm.. His travel is an integral part of the writing
mm\mumhhﬂlmMywqofw,.. is more like 8 way of
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